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AT the battle of Chihlianwallah (January 13th, 1849),
private West, of H. M. 24th Regiment, was shot in the left
buttock, about the situation of the ischiatic notch, but he im-
mediately felt such severe pain in the left testicle, as made
him at first suppose that part to be the seat of injury.

Although the ball could not be found, the wound healed
without any difficulty, and no blood was ever noticed either
in the stools or urine. Shortly after the infliction of the
wound, a discharge from the urethra made its appearance,
accompanied with some pain in passing water. At first,
little attention was paid to these symptoms, as they were
supposed to be the remains of a gonorrheea which the patient
had suffered from four months previously.

As, however, the discharge did not yield to remedies, and
much ropy mucus was secreted, the presence of a foreign
body in the bladder was suspected, and a sound having been
introduced, a hard substance was distinctly felt, and heard
to ring against the instrument.

The lateral operation, as if for the removal of a calculus,
was determined on, which I performed, on the 30th of
August, 1849; a common dissecting scalpel being the only
cutting instrument employed. An iron ball was extracted
from the bladder, weighing one ounce and thirty-eight grains:
it had become encrusted with a very thin layer of sandy
deposit; so slight, indeed, as to be hardly appreciable. By
the end of October the patient was convalescent.
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NOTE BY MR. DIXON.

[Several instances of bullets having been found within the
cavity of the bladder are recorded, but I need hardly add
that they are among the rarities of surgery. I can find the
particulars of only fifteen operations for the extraction of balls
which had either primarily entered the bladder, or, having
lodged in the immediate neighbourhood, had afterwards made
their way into its cavity by abscess and ulceration. Such
cases are related by Covillard, Dionis, Cheselden, Morand,
Garengeot, Percy, Larrey, South, Guthrie, and Baudens; and
I owe to the kindness of Mr. Cusack a notice of an operation
performed by him, and of another by the late Mr. Colles,
neither of which has been published.

Extraction was either not attempted, or was unsuccessfully
tried, in the cases reported by Fabricius Hildanus, Binninger,
and Seger: the bullets, forming nuclei of stones, having
been found in the bladder after death. In the case men-
tioned by Elsholz,l the bullet was small enough to be voided
by the urethra.

As these histories are scattered among a variety of works,
some of which are rare, I have arranged in a tabular form
the chief points of interest they present.-J. D.]

I Ephemerides Naturm Curiosorum, &c., Ann. ix, x, Obs. 85; copied
by Bonnet into his Medicina Septentrionalis, vol. i, p. 831.
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